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'Aida'

The Arts Center of Coastal Carolina's "Aida" runs through May
30.

Tickets: $54 for adults and $37 for children.

Details: www.artshhi.com
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Soaring 'Aida' is equal parts funky and sophisticated
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Once, every now and then, a series of creative
forces combine in such an amazing way toward a
theatrical production that the outcome exceeds all
expectations, and becomes something much more
than the anticipated sum of its individual parts.

Happily, I can tell you that, in the opening night
audience at last week's performance of "Elton

John and Tim Rice's Aida," the rock musical at the Art Center of Coastal Carolina on Hilton Head Island, we
knew not only was this the case, but we were the direct beneficiaries of that creative force.

"Aida" simply soared. It will engage, challenge, absorb, delight and ultimately satisfy, as you take in all of the
elements -- every layer, every nuance, every subtlety. Whether you take the piece as a whole or by turns at
the contributing parts, this show is a winner.

This music was written by Elton John and these lyrics by Tim Rice, around the book by Linda Woolverton,
Robert Falls and David Henry Hwang. The award-winning piece, originally produced on Broadway in 2000 by
Disney Theatrical Productions, enjoyed one of the longest runs in history.

Casey Colgan, well known on Hilton Head for his successful work at the arts center, as director and actor has
created a most exquisitely stunning, romantic, energetic musical drama. All you see, hear and sense will
resonate the night of the performance -- and days later -- at many levels.

The leading cast and ensemble, which Colgan has gathered -- those on stage and those not seen -- are
absolutely spot-on.

You must know the heart of this modern "Aida" story remains close to Verdi's original. A good thing, because
there is just something so compelling about powerful Pharaohs, youthful and hopeful princes and princesses,
burnished Nubian kings, Nubian slaves and even menacing evildoers that capture our attention and hold us in
their thrall.

There is a structural coherence in the re-wired piece, accomplished by beginning and ending the story among
the artifacts in the Egyptian section of a modern archeological museum. We take in the treasures, but we also
sense an of attraction between a young man and woman who seem more than aware of each other's
presence as they move among the pieces. There is a corresponding wrap up, too, when we are reminded of
that original attraction and are introduced to a newly defined pair.

So, in moments, we are transported from the modern day to the exotic Pharaoh's Palace, the River Nile or the
slave camp -- and what a trip. Emmy-

winner Bob Phillips and his scenic magic, as well as Terry Cermak's incredible lighting, so impact the scenes
that follow and the action set against them. The costumes, overseen by Jennifer Correll, add enormous
texture to the production.

The powerful cast, who act, sing and dance, is at the top of the list. Regarding dancing, Colgan invoked
choreographer Jill Gorrie to inspire the dancers to move beyond all limits. There's hip-hop, belly dancing,
modern dancing, even African tribal references -- pure Elton John.

The music, which sets the pace and is from a variety of genres, is awash with layers of everybody's favorite
styles and formats. Look forward to Elton John and count on the familiar, but also count on a flash of almost
everything: classical, jazz, reggae and gospel.

Musical Director Frederick Willard and the six musicians who join him in the pit played beautifully. Their
musical outcomes -- sophisticated, then tribal, then funky -- reflected a simplicity which makes this music so
immediate. But they also provided the expanded interpretations we expect.

Adrienne Muller, was the perfect Aida. She offered the princess as an intelligent, sensitive, vital young woman,
facing enormous life-changing decisions. She was convincing as the Nubian slave, captured by Radames
(Seth Golay), the heroic prince who had just returned from the Nubian Valley and for whom his father, Zoser,
had made great plans. Zoser (Timothy Warmen) was delightfully menacing as he manipulated his son, the
Egyptian princess Amneris (Tara Bruno) and even the ailing Pharaoh (Steven Scarpetti).

Amneris' familiar "Every Story is a Love Story" sets the stage for what is to follow, and we all responded to
"Fortune Favors the Brave" with Amneris, Radames and the soldiers. Amneris' "Strongest Suit," performed
first with the women, then in a reprise with Aida, is definitely one of those take-home pieces.

The second act opens with "A Step Too Far" with Amneris, Radames and Aida, and if you were looking
forward to one of those amazing real-deal opera trios, prepare yourself for this one. The harmonies are chill-
producing, and the impact is unforgettable.

Amneris' "I Know the Truth," is so beautiful, so revealing, so musically transparent. The singing is outstanding,
and the piece itself reflects transformation in her character and her anticipation of new directions.

In all cases, Colgan saw to the layered blend of every dramatic possibility. At once simple and complicated,
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the cast danced, sang, moved and transported every one of us -- it just doesn't get any better. This production
has it all; you will not want to miss it.
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